HA-1476 1917

McComas House
522 Rock Soring
Bel Air

private

This house is a good example of Bel Air's way of tasting a new
style. It has a gabled Victorian shape, but the decoration - the
dormers and front and side porches - are neo-classical. The porch is
similar to that of the James Dean house across the Street. One may
have inspired the other or they may both have taken their inspiration
from the McAbee house, 210 E. Broadway.

The house was built by M. Stanley McComas, one of the original
McComas brothers, in 1917.
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This two and a half story, three bay house is at 522 Rock Spring
Avenue in the Town of Bel Air, Harford County, Maryland. It is
shiplap sided and L-shaped. The gable roof crosses so as to have
a gable with a cornice return on each elevation. The front (east)
elevation has a slightly projecting south bay with one window in the
gable and a pair of windows in the second story. This bay occupies
half of the front. The other half is divided into two bays with a
hip-roofed, slate sided dormer in the middle of the roof slope. The
entrance is on the north side of the projecting bay (first story).
Across the front is a neo-classical porch with a hip-roof and
pedimented projecting center bay. The roof is carried on slender
doric columns connected by a balustrade. A single story addition has
been added to the south elevation.

The north elevation of the main block is two bays wide with a
rectangular single story bay window in the first story. The north
elevation of the back building has two gable-roofed dormers in the
roof slope. A side porch, hip-roofed on doric columns and with a
side balustrade occupies the middle of three bays.

All the windows are 1/1.

The house has a more or less conventional Victorian shape with
neo-classical detailing.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This frame house is a combination of late Victorian shape and neo-
classical details showing the way that Bel Air's citizens tried out
the detail of a new style before committing themselves wholeheartedly.
The next step would be the tall box with a dormer at each of the
cardinal points and with neo-classical porches.

This house was built in 1917 by Stanley McComas, a partner in
McComas Brothers Lumber and Building Supplies. He bought this 1lot
and the house and lot next door (#516) from his brother Emory McComas
(155/33). He lived in #516 while building this house. McComas died
in 1937; in 1938 his widow Sarah McComas bought this house from the
estate (253/194). 1In 1944 she sold it to William McComas, their
son (284/108). This year (1979) his widow, now Leeanna Kelly, sold
it to the present owner, Danny R. Jenkins for $70,000 (1086/802).

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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This property occupies parcel #164 in the Town of Bel Air.
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TITLE: 522 Rock Spring

16 February 1979
Leeanne K. Kelly, formerly Leeanna
McComas
to
Danny R. Jenkins & Peggy
$70,000

16 February 1950
Janet E. Pyle
to
William A. McComas & Leeanna

16 February 1950

William A. McComas & Leeanna
to

Janet E. Pyle

19 May 1944

Sarah E. McComas, widow
to

Willjiam A. McComas

20 September 1938
M. Stanley McComas, et al
to

HA-1476

Sarah E. McComas, widow of M. Stanley

McComas, Sr.
3 parcels this is #3

18 December 1916

Emory A. McComas
to

M. Stanley McComas

2 June 1914

Hanna E. McComas
to

Emory A. McComas
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